
28 October 2019 at 7.30 pm (doors open at 7.15 pm) 

 

CHICHESTER ORGANIC GARDENING SOCIETY AGM 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Adoption of minutes of last AGM 

3. Matters arising 

4. Adoption of Accounts  

5. Election of Officers 

6. Election of Committee 

7.   AOB 

The AGM will be followed by: 

The Harvest Supper 

 

Election of Officers 

The Society has the following posts 

   

Position 

Committee 

Mbr in 2018-

2019 

Held by in 2018 – 

2019 

Standing for re-

election in 2019 – 

2020 

Chair  Vacant  

Secretary Yes Vacant  

Treasurer Yes David Scott  

Membership 

Secretary 

Yes Stephanie Carn Yes 

Future Events       Vacancy  

Publicity Yes       Vacancy  

Newsletter  Yes  Liz Campling  Yes 

Committee 

Member 

Yes Pat Alderton Yes 

Committee 

Member 

Yes Penelope 

Johnstone 

Yes 

Committee 

Member 

Yes Diana Morgan Yes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

We would like more committee, and need a new Secretary; please do consider standing.  

There are usually three committee meetings a year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chichester Organic Gardening Society 

Annual General Meeting 2018 

Held at the Bassil Shippam Centre on Monday October 29th at 7.30 p.m. 

1. Present: David Scott (Treasurer), Stephanie Carn (Membership), Penelope Johnstone,     

16 members and friends in all.                                                                                                     

Apologies: Pat Alderton, Anne Bennett, Diana Morgan, and five members. 

2. Minutes of the Annual General Meeting Held on October 30th 2017 were proposed Gina 

Scott, seconded Liz Campling, accepted.                                                                                                    

3. There were no matters arising.  

4. Adoption of Accounts: Treasurers Report:  Accounts had been distributed and showed the 

results for the Year ending 31
st
 August. Whilst the Infinity purchasing sums are included in 

the accounts, they are in reality separate, so the smaller numbers are the most relevant. The 

Society just broke even this year, with a very small surplus. Income was down by £36, 

mainly due to reduced door receipts. Membership and thus subscriptions have remained 

static, donations have risen, but income from raffles and show sales was down. Expenses 

were consistent with previous years, subscriptions to the RHS and Garden Organic, hall hire 

and insurance are all similar and we spent less on speakers. Income £650, expenses £646 

giving a surplus of £4 and core value of the Society: £686. 

Looking forward to next year, the present trend of reduced attendance at meetings and the 

rising cost of speakers (average £50) we will not be able to keep up the same level of 

activities without eroding our small reserves. The question of what could be done was put to 

the meeting for ideas and suggestions; increasing the subscription in line with other societies 

was discussed but agreed not something we wish to do. More and better publicity was 

suggested, to encourage new members and attendance at meetings: regular notices on 

allotment boards and groups, New Park Centre, Bishops Palace Gardens, Donnington 

Horticultural society. Also get publicity into local publications: Chichester Observer and 

Post, Chichester glossy monthly and CDC and WSCC publications. The new Committee to 

further consider the matter. Liz Campling proposed the accounts be adopted, seconded by 

Vee Cowan and agreed by the meeting.      

5. Election of Officers: as no other nominations had been received, David Scott and 

Stephanie Carn were jointly proposed Terry Timblick, seconded Christine Timblick, and 

elected as Treasurer and Membership Secretary respectively. 

6. Election of Committee: Pat Alderton, Anne Bennett, Penelope Johnstone, and Diana 

Morgan, with the welcome return of Liz Campling, were proposed Val Grant, seconded Polly 

Gaskin, and elected. 

7. Any Other Business: Stephanie mentioned that Diana, who manages our Facebook page, 

would welcome relevant photos, and more ‘likes’ for our page. Thanks were expressed to 

Susan Maguire and Pat Evans for their many years arranging the Infinity orders. Vee 

expressed thanks to the Committee for their work during the year. 

The AGM closed at 8.10 and was followed by the traditional Harvest Supper, at which we 

welcomed two new members, and a brief intriguing Quiz from Terry Timblick. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Committee’s Report for  2018-2019 

 

 

The season began with our September meeting: Ben Cross of Crosslands Nursery, a local enterprise, 

on British Alstroemeria and the UK Cut Flower Industry’ – with the history and current work of this 

family business.                                                                                                                                       

In October our usual AGM, at which we were glad to welcome the return of Liz Campling to the 

Committee, and enjoyed our Harvest Supper. 

In November Diana Morgan, one of our members, gave an account of her visit to Organic and 

Permaculture projects in Cuba, with photographs and an account of the development of organic work 

in Cuba 

January 2019 was again a Members’ Evening, with discussions and a tasting of preserves. 

February was a presentation by Martin Jarvis of Culberry Herbs, another family enterprise, with 

samples of the varied herbs they produce, with an invitation to visit which was taken up later. 

In March we had a very different look at gardens: Michael Joseph on ‘Art and the Garden’ (which he 

described as ‘interactive’) including ideas on design, sculptures of various sizes and types, gave us a 

new view of our own and other gardens. 

In April our speaker was Barry Newman, well-known as an RHS judge and an exhibitor and expert 

on vegetables. This was his subject, and he gave us many ideas and some good advice on how to 

maximize our own resources and opportunities for growing ‘prize’ vegetables. 

May was our Plant Swop and Spring Fling, which followed the usual pattern of the exchange of our 

plants and seedlings, followed by an excellent shared supper. 

 

Visits were only two this summer, as a planned visit to Tuppenny Barn had to be cancelled. In June 

we went to visit Culberry Nursery near Angmering, where despite the rain we were able to wander 

through polytunnels and admire the profusion of plants and herbs which are produced by the family, 

who began working with mushrooms and later moved into specializing in herbs. 

In July – on a very hot day – a group went to the newly updated Aldingbourne Centre where one of 

the staff took us round the various activities: a small farm, with pigs and ducks and poultry, a 

workshop where the members are trained in woodwork and refurbishment, and a play area for 

children. We finished with welcome drinks at the very smart new café. We shall have a talk about the 

Centre early next year. 

 

We again had a stall at the Weald and Downland Countryside Show in Octobe 2018; and are planning 

on the same for 2019. At the early May Bank Holiday, we were invited to have a stall at a new 

venture for them: on Living Well, with a focus on sustainability.  

On the Sunday of August Bank Holiday, a small team had a table and joined in the celebration of the 

open day at Brewery Field, which again this year included a visit from the dray horses and rides on 

the brewery trailer. 

 

So we start the new season with a return visit from Dr Steve Millam, hoping to welcome back many 

members and to see new faces. We are saddened by the loss of our friend and Treasurer David Scott, 

who passed away at the end of August. 

 

 


